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himself on his. parts, and on the proficiency he has made under Gorgias the Leontine, (whose notions are here exposed) and the compliments Socrates makes him on his beauty, wealth, family, and other distinctions, are only little politenesses ordinarily used by that philosopher to put persons into good humour, and draw them into conversation with him.
The time of the dialogue seems to be not long before the expedition of the ten thousand into Asia, for Meno was even then a very young man, (ert wpatos, ayevetos) as he is represented here ; and the menaces of Anytus (p. 94) shew, that it was not long before the accusa-
NOTES.
P. 70. AjoioTtTTTov rov Aapiff-ffcuou.] Aristippus of Larissa, one of the potent house of the Aleuadw, descendants of Hercules, from which the Thessalians had so often elected their Tayoi, or captains-general. There had been a friendship kept up between them and the royal family of Persia, ever since the invasion of Greece by Xerxes, in which they were of great use to him. This Aristippus had particular connections with the younger Cyrus (Xenoph. Auab. L. 1. p. 145. and 2. 173.) who lent him a body of four thousand mercenaries, which he made use of to subdue the faction which opposed him in Thcssaly, and seems to have established a sort of tyranny there. Meno (also of Larissa) son of Alexidemus, led a body of fifteen hundred men to the assistance of Cyrus in his expedition against his brother, Artaxerxes, 01. 94. 4, and (after the death of Cyrus) betrayed the Greek commanders into the hands of the Persian, who cut off their heads. He himself survived not above a year, but was destroyed by the Persians. His character is admirably drawn by Xenophon, (Anab. L. 2. p. 173.) and many have looked on this as a mark of the enmity between Plato and Xenophon. Sec Athenians, L. 11. p. 505 and 50(5. Diog, Laert. L. 2. Sect. 57, and L. 3. s. 34, and Aul. Gcllius, L. 14. s. 3.